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PRESS RELEASE 

The 5th ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF) 
Driving Local Actions for Sustainable and Inclusive Growth 

26-28 August 2019, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

Jointly organised by United Cities and Local Governments Asia Pacific (UCLG ASPAC), 
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA), the United Nations Economic Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP), and supported by the European Union 
(EU), 300 participants including mayors, representatives of local governments and 

local government associations from all ASEAN member states will gather and discuss 
about local actions for sustainable and inclusive growth.  

Results of the discussion will be presented for ASEAN Leaders’ consideration to 
consolidate ASEAN’s regional integration efforts at local level  
in order to truly realise people-centered and inclusive ASEAN. 

 
This year’s AMF takes place at a crucial moment as countries around the world are reflecting on 
the progress of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and ASEAN member states are scaling 
up the work in this area through concrete actions. The 5th AMF will identify the way forward for 
ASEAN to accelerate its progress, through stronger engagement with cities and local 
governments in the priority areas set forth for ASEAN’s SDG implementation as well as other 
relevant frameworks to address urbanisation challenges and climate change. 

The UCLG ASPAC Secretary General, Dr. Bernadia Irawati Tjandradewi, stated that, "I am 
pleased to see that many mayors in ASEAN are aware of their important roles and are actively 
contributing to the community building efforts in the region. The ASEAN Mayors Forum will be 
an ideal place for local leaders and partners to strengthen our commitments to build resilience, 
respond urgently to climate change and meet the sustainable development goals. UCLG ASPAC 
as the host of AMF stands ready to work together, with and for the people, to build inclusive and 
prosperous cities in ASEAN.” 

Under the theme Driving Local Actions for Sustainable and Inclusive Growth, the discussions will 
be framed by sub-themes: Digital ASEAN (future-oriented), Seamless ASEAN (enhanced 
connectivity), and Sustainable ASEAN (sustainability in all dimensions).  

More than one hundred mayors/governors and executives of cities across ASEAN region, 
including from Indonesia, will bring to the table their insights and visions on how, together with 
citizens and stakeholders in their constituencies, local governments can help ASEAN realise its 
goal in building inclusive and forward-looking community that leaves no one behind. A joint 
declaration will be adopted at the end of the meeting.  
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The Mayor of Bogor City, Dr. Bima Arya, commented on the event. “ASEAN Mayors Forum is one 
of the most important events for the local leaders in ASEAN to share their visions, ideas and 
experiences in developing their regions. Additionally, it is a part of the mutual efforts to build and 
to strengthen the existing cooperation among local governments in ASEAN.” 

The Forum will also feature the importance of ASEAN Mayors’ partnership with their 
counterparts outside the region. This year’s highlight will be on city-to-city collaboration with the 
Republic of Korea (ROK), as part of the broader celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the ASEAN-
ROK dialogue relations. ASEAN Mayors will discuss with Vice Mayor of Busan on the strategic 
areas for future collaboration, and are set to put forward their recommendations to the 
upcoming commemorative ASEAN-ROK Summit, to be held in Busan on 25-26 November 2019.   

End 

Editorial Note:  

The ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF) was originally conceived in 2011 when visionary mayors in 
Southeast Asia met for the first time in Surabaya, Indonesia, to demonstrate the importance of 
local contributions to ASEAN’s regional integration. The Forum has gained prominence since 
2015, with successive AMF meetings to discuss the ASEAN Community building and how mayors 
can help accelerate its progress and benefits for citizens. In 2018, AMF was accredited as an entity 
associated to ASEAN, due to ASEAN member states’ official recognition of its common goals on 
and contribution to the ASEAN’s community building.  

The United Cities and Local Governments Asia Pacific (UCLG ASPAC) promotes cooperation 
between local governments within and the wider ASEAN region, through advocacy, capacity 
building and training, research, knowledge management, project development and 
management. UCLG ASPPAC plays an important role in the development of the ASEAN Mayors 
Forum (AMF) and serves as AMF Secretariat to coordinate the collaboration of ASEAN Mayors.  

For more information, please kindly contact: 

Ms. Thanawan Klumklomchit, Head of Communications and Membership hcms@uclg-aspac.org  
Ms. Fulvia, Media and Communications Coordinator communication@uclg-aspac.org 
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