ASEAN Community and Beyond

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has embarked upon a regional community-building process by
declaring the vision of “ASEAN Community” comprised of the three pillars, namely ASEAN Political-Security
Community, ASEAN Economic Community, and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community.

ASEAN MAYORS FORUM

Committed to the belief of good governance at all levels
Promoting the principles of subsidiarity and meaningful self-governance
Dedicated to promote sustainable people-centered local governance

The role of local governments is significant in the ASEAN Community building and deepening process. Furthermore,
at least 60 per cent of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set under the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development cannot be achieved without actions at the local level. The particular dynamics of urbanisation in
Southeast Asia also calls for ASEAN mayors’ active work to sustain economic development without compromising
environmental conditions and worsening inequalities.

ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF) is a platform in which Mayors, Governors and subnational government leaders and local executives, across ASEAN can share
experiences, lessons learnt and expertise for the provision of accountable local governance to their people. AMF works to facilitate networking, foster
policy debate, and support sharing of good practices between local governments on the specific themes identified as priorities of a regional agenda. The
AMEF fully supports the ASEAN mission towards an ASEAN Community united under One Vision, One Identity and One Caring and Sharing Community.

The AMF strives to:

One such resource is local governments.
Take a stand on policy matters or regional
concerns through position papers
submitted to the ASEAN

to support the principles of fair public participation, good governance, the rule
of law and subsidiarity in their respective countries.

- Encourage stakeholders in all levels of government, legislature, and civil society
v) ASEAN Progress on SDGs in 2015
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Background
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AMF was originally conceived in 2011 when visionary mayors in Southeast Asia met for
the first time in Surabaya, Indonesia, to demonstrate the importance of local
contributions to ASEAN’s regional integration. The Forum has gained prominence since
2015, with successive AMF meetings to discuss the ASEAN Community building and how
mayors can help accelerate its progress and benefits for citizens. The role of local
governments has been further enhanced due to the wide recognition that major target of
Global Agendas, the SDGs, Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction, Climate
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* Data for Cambodia available from 1994.

Source: World Bank (https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.KD ?view=chart).

Source: ASEAN Vision 2040
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Lao PDR = Lao People’s Democratic Republic.
Source: Human Development Report 2018.

Source: ASEAN Vision 2040
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AMF Logo ASEAN
The AMF logo subscribes to the three colors in the ASEAN emblem: ‘ f MAYORS
blue, red, and yellow. Blue stands for peace and stability, red for courage FORUM
and dynamism, and yellow for prosperity. The two curvilinear shapes

with an oval at its core form the figure of a dynamic globe representing how each element
interlinks and builds on the other symbolising the synergies to create one ASEAN Community.

Source: ASEAN SDGs Baseline, UNESCAP (2017)
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Bangkok, Thailand UCLG ASPAC serves as the Secretariat of the ASEAN Mayors Forum.
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