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JOINT DECLARATION OF THE ASEAN-REPUBLIC OF KOREA MAYORS  

ON THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF ASEAN-ROK DIALOGUE RELATIONS 

Adopted at the 5th ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF) co-organised by the United Cities and Local 

Governments Asia Pacific (UCLG ASPAC), Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA),  

the United Nations Economic Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP) 

The United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC), Bangkok, 27th August 2019 

WE, the Mayors of Member States of the Association of Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN) and the 

Republic of Korea (ROK), met at the 5th ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF), organised in the framework 

of Thailand’s ASEAN Chairmanship, with the theme “Driving Local Actions for Sustainable and 

Inclusive Growth” in Bangkok, on 26-27 August 2019.  Our meeting underscored the ASEAN-ROK’s 

commitment to enhance cooperation at all levels as we are commemorating the 30th Anniversary 

of the ASEAN-ROK Dialogue Relations this year.  

ACKNOWLEDGED the efforts to elevate ASEAN-ROK relations and progress made in building a 

strategic partnership, operationalised by the Plan of Action (POA) 2016-2020 to achieve the 

objectives set in the Joint Declaration on ASEAN-ROK Strategic Partnership for Peace and 

Prosperity adopted in October 2010.  

EMPHASISED the vital role of cities and local governments in contributing to the cooperation 

between ASEAN and ROK, being the level of government that is closest to the people and works 

to safeguard people’s quality of life, inclusive growths and promotes sustainable development.   

WELCOMED the Ministerial Declaration of the First ASEAN-ROK Infrastructure Ministers’ Meeting 

that complements the implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC 2025) 

and presents wider opportunities for cooperation on sustainable urbanisation. 

COMMENDED ROK’s commitment to double its contribution to the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation 

Fund during the 6th ASEAN-ROK Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC) meeting last 12th April 2019 

and stressed the important roles of local governments in the implementation of future joint 

programmes and projects.    

SHARED our enthusiasm on and looked forward to the ASEAN-ROK Commemorative Summit to 

be held in Busan, ROK, on 25th-26th November 2019 in celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the 

ASEAN-ROK Dialogue Relations.  
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COMMITTED to: 

• Promote regular dialogues and exchanges between ASEAN and ROK Mayors, by 

leveraging the ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF), to reinforce local government and people-

to-people partnerships. 

• Facilitate exchanges and cooperation on digital technology and innovative practices to 

build smart, sustainable and inclusive cities and societies, in line with the ASEAN Master 

Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC 2025), the ASEAN Smart Cities Network (ASCN) and 

the ASEAN Sustainable Urbanisation Strategy (ASUS). 

• Enhance city-to-city collaboration on climate change and related pressing urban and 

regional challenges such as traffic congestion, pollution, waste management and marine 

debris; 

• Foster people-to-people ties and empower our youth by providing avenues for 

educational and cultural exchanges and engagements in development policy formulation 

and implementation.  

• Leverage on the ASEAN-ROK Mayors to advance collaboration. 
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