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ASEAN MAYORS’ DECLARATION 

 

DRIVING LOCAL ACTIONS FOR SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH 

The 5th ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF), Bangkok, 27 August 2019 

 

WE, the Mayors of Member States of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 

convened at the 5th ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF) with the theme “Driving Local Actions for 

Sustainable and Inclusive Growth” in Bangkok, on 26-27 August 2019. Our meeting was held 

in line with Thailand’s ASEAN Chairmanship and in the spirit of advancing partnership for 

sustainability to achieve people-centred and forward-looking ASEAN. 

RECOGNISED our shared responsibilities and joint actions to promote peace, prosperity, and 

citizens’ well-being, without leaving anyone behind. With our political mandate to work at the 

level of government closest to the people, we are committed to intensify our efforts and 

collaboration under the AMF to deepen the ASEAN Community and address common 

challenges including those associated with rapid urban development, climate change and 

widening social and economic inequalities. 

ACKNOWLEDGE that while all South East Asian Countries are different, we face similar 

challenges arising from rapid urbanisation and that this similarity provides an opportunity to 

address urbanisation in a coordinated and integrated regional manner. 

DETERMINED to build upon the commitments we made as reflected in the outcome 

documents of previous AMF, namely the Surabaya Communiqué in 2011, Makassar 

Declaration in 2015 and Taguig Action Agenda in 2017, that supported the creation of the 

ASEAN Community as we now move forward to the ASEAN Vision 2040.  

ACKNOWLEDGE that the ASEAN Secretariat is well placed to coordinate, harmonise and 

elevate efforts to address urbanisation in the region in a coherent and coordinated manner.  

REITERATED the importance of our leadership and major role of local governments in the 

implementation of the ASEAN’s integration frameworks such as the Master Plan on ASEAN 

Connectivity (MPAC) 2025 as well as the global agendas particularly the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, the Paris Agreement, the New Urban Agenda, the Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda.  

SHARED the sense of urgency to work towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). We emphasised local governments’ key responsibilities in policy areas that affect the 

achievement of all SDGs and highlighted the need to advance the localisation of global 

agendas. We welcomed the progress made through the complementarities between the 

ASEAN Community Vision 2025 and the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 



 

2 
 

CONVINCED that local governments have to be at the forefront of climate action if we are to 

make transformative and far-reaching improvement on ecological system. We are mindful of 

the urgent need to scale up our work to protect vulnerable groups that have been affected 

by or exposed to the impacts of climate change and poor environmental conditions such as 

air pollution and rapid increase of marine debris. 

CONCERNED by the fact that our region is prone to natural disasters that can have 

catastrophic effects on people’s lives and socio-economic development. We underlined the 

need to be better prepared for this challenge by enhancing the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 

capabilities and expressed our support to the ASEAN Declaration on One ASEAN One 

Response: ASEAN Responding to Disasters as One in the Region and Outside the Region.  

REAFFIRMED our commitment as members of the ASEAN Mayors Forum, which is an entity 

that upholds the ASEAN’s principles and purposes, we hereby: 

1. Strive to deepen our network and collaboration to achieve the ASEAN Vision 2040. We 

will foster dialogues, exchanges and harness lessons from our actions to reinforce the 

dynamics of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 (MPAC), the ASEAN 

Sustainable Urban Strategy (ASUS), and the ASEAN Smart Cities Network (ASCN) as 

guiding frameworks for sustainable development; 

 

2. Commit to scale up our efforts to localise the sustainable development goals, ensuring 

that local plans contribute to national, regional and global targets. Our efforts should 

be complemented by mechanisms to create synergies with national plans and actions. 

In this regard, we call on national governments to provide an enabling environment 

for local governments, noting that the decentralisation trend in ASEAN is shifting more 

responsibilities to local governments; 

 

3. Agree to enhance our mutual efforts to identify, develop and implement innovative 

policies and actions to address inequalities and complex challenges presented by rapid 

urban development. We welcome the ASEAN’s promotion of knowledge on smart 

urbanisation strategies and models including through the ASEAN Smart Cities Network 

(ASCN) and express our keen interest to engage in the existing frameworks; 

 

4. Determine to strengthen our actions against climate change including through 

advocacy campaigns and collaboration on measurable local actions. We are 

committed to the development of national action plan to prevent, reduce, and 

manage marine plastic debris in support of the Bangkok Declaration on Combating 

Marine Debris in ASEAN Region to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 14 and 

minimization of waste through sound waste management policies to achieve 

Sustainable Development Goal 11 and 12; 

 

5. Aim to intensify our work and collective efforts to address disaster risk by developing 

local disaster risk reduction and management plans in line with national policies and 

the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER), 

with the aim to contribute to substantial increase of the number of countries with 
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national and local disaster risk reduction strategies by 2020, set under target E of the 

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR); 

 

6. Welcome the report on ASEAN Vision 2040: Towards a Bolder and Strong ASEAN 

Community and its recognition of the AMF as a network that can help ASEAN advance 

inclusive growth, sustainable development, and people empowerment. We resolve to 

strengthen our network and cooperation to contribute to this vision; 

 

7. Call on our international partners, particularly ESCAP and UN-Habitat, to ensure that 

the outcomes and commitments made at this AMF are reflected and followed-up at 

occasions such as the Seventh session of the Asia-Pacific Urban Forum to be held in 

Penang, Malaysia, in October 2019 and in the Tenth session of the World Urban Forum 

to be held in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates in February 2020; 

 

8. Commit to building and strengthening our partnership to accelerate efforts, and to 

increase resources and commitments towards the implementation of this Declaration.  

 

******************** 


